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1. Title 

The Internet Bill of Rights – 

Stating rights and duties of individuals in the online digital environment

2. Organizers and Panellists

Panelists:

Mr. Fiorello Cortiana, Province of Milan, Green Party, Italy

Ms. Robin Gross, IP Justice Executive Director and Attorney, United States

Mr. Jose Murilo Junior, Ministry of Culture, Brazil

Prof. Stefano Rodotà, Former Head of the Council of European Data Protection Agencies, Italy

Moderator:  Mr. Vittorio Bertola, Società Internet and ICANN At Large, Italy

Organizers:

Government of Italy, Ministry of Reform and Innovation in the Public Administration 

IP Justice

Società Internet (ISOC Italy)

Centre for Technology and Society of Getulio Vargas Foundation School of Law

3. Discussion

The panel introduced the concept of an “Internet Bill of Rights”, a globally agreed document which would state rights and duties of the individual users of the Internet. It was noted that the theme of rights and duties underpinned most panels and workshops of this IGF, and also that many efforts were made in the past ten years, by various stakeholders, to draft similar charters. The issue under consideration by the workshop was then, how do we bring all these stakeholders and efforts together, and draft one single charter that can be broadly supported and adopted? And would such an effort be useful?

After the brief introduction, most of the workshop was devoted to a lively, open discussion from the floor (the room was filled up, often with people standing in the back) and with the panelists. There was general agreement that such a document would be very useful to advance the coordinated and coherent resolution of many of the open issues in the field of Internet Governance, and to build common and predictable ground for the stable and orderly growth of the Internet and of the overlying global information society. Such a document should not reinvent anything or reopen past discussions, but build on the existing international agreements to provide guidelines for the interpretation and adaptation of traditional rights and duties to the Internet, extending and specifying them whenever necessary. Such document would necessarily be born through a broad and inclusive collaboration of all stakeholders.

The focus of the discussion then went to a possible process; there was agreement to start a “Dynamic Coalition on the Internet Bill of Rights” and to invite all interested stakeholders to participate in it. It was suggested that this theme should then feed back into the main IGF sessions, and possibly become one of the main themes for the next IGF meeting in Brazil. The Italian government, building on what its Vice-Minister said in the first plenary session of this IGF, committed to convene an international multi-stakeholder meeting on this matter in 2007.

4. Inventory of events and actors related to the issue under discussion

Possibly all IGF participants are affected by this subject.

5. Possible follow-up

A “Dynamic Coalition” was formed to follow up to this workshop, facilitate the discussion and feed the results back into the next IGF meeting. It is open to all stakeholders, and everyone is encouraged to participate.

An international meeting on the subject will be convened in Italy in 2007.

It is suggested that this becomes one of the main themes for the next IGF meeting in Brazil.

6. Useful links

http://www.internet-bill-of-rights.org/ (presently under construction)

