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This paper provides the comments of China on the Draft Program Outline (version 30.04.2007) for the Second Meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), Rio de Janeiro, 12-15 November 2007. China appreciates the fact that this consultation meeting will discuss in an open way the agenda items and the preparations of the second IGF meeting. We are of the view that the second meeting of IGF should be development-oriented and focus on the public policy issues relating to Internet governance in accordance with the mandates of IGF as tasked by the Tunis Phase of World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). And to ensure that the meeting to be conducted in a transparent and efficient way, full considerations should be given to the factors that the main themes of the second IGF meeting should be closely related to the IGF mandates as defined by Paragraph 72 of Tunis Agenda, and the themes should be established in a open and transparent manner. With this in mind, China would like to suggest the following comments in relation to the main themes and contents of the second IGF meeting.
I. Main Themes
China agrees that the second IGF meeting should be development oriented as indicated in the Draft Program Outline (version 30.04.2007). We don’t think that the second IGF meeting should copy rigidly the four main themes of Athens Meeting. As we can see from the first open consultation meeting held on 13 February 2007, quite a few countries and some civil organizations pointed out that the Second IGF meeting should discuss the critical Internet resources issues such as the2 DNS root servers and IP Address, as these issues are the core of Internet governance and just because of which that the IGF was founded. Unfortunately, these issues were not incorporated as one of the main themes in Athens Meeting and are not reflected again in the draft program (version 30.04.2007) of the second IGF Meeting.
As it is clearly stated in the IGF mandates as defined by Paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda, the first task of IGF is to discuss the public policy issues related to the key elements of the Internet governance. We would therefore propose adding an additional main theme “Framework” to the current program of the second IGF meeting, to address the public policy issues of the Internet governance.

II. Contents

1. Framework

For the above proposed main theme, Framework, the specific items under this main theme should include the following:
Framework:
· To initiate and reinforce, as appropriate, a transparent, democratic and multilateral process (Paragraph 61, Tunis Agenda);
· Creation of a suitable framework or mechanisms (Paragraph 61, Tunis Agenda);
· Enhanced cooperation to enable governments, on an equal footing, to carry out their roles and responsibilities, in international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet (Paragraphs 69, 70, 71, Tunis Agenda);
· Development of globally-applicable principles on public policy issues associated with the coordination and management of critical Internet resources (Paragraph 70, Tunis Agenda).
2. Contents of the other Main Themes

In addition, we think that the contents of the current main themes have not yet covered fully the public policy issues pertaining to the Internet governance as mandated by the Tunis Agenda. We would like to suggest the following additions.
(1) For the theme of Access, following items should be included:
· Promote the access to Internet for the disabled, women, children and vulnerable groups (Paragraph 90, Tunis Agenda);
· Advancement of the study on the public policy issues relating to Multilingual Domain Names (IDN) to enable all people could benefit from the development of information society (Paragraph 53, Tunis Agenda).
 
(2) For the theme of Openness, following items should be included:
· To discuss the non-openness of the current mechanism of Internet governance, and the establishment of a multilateral, transparent and democratic mechanism in response to the call by the WSIS (Paragraph 48 of Geneva Declaration of Principles, Paragraphs 2, 29, 31, 66, 81 of the Tunis Agenda);
· Enhancement of opening source code, free software and technology transfer to transform the Digital Divide into Digital Opportunity (Paragraph 49, Tunis Agenda);
· IPR protection and the sharing of knowledge globally (Paragraph 42, Geneva Declaration of Principles);
(3) For the theme of Security, following items should be included:
· Combating against trans-border cyber-crime (Paragraph 40, Tunis Agenda);
· Management of critical Internet resources, such as the DNS root servers, to enable the security and stability of the Internet (Paragraphs 38, 58, 70, 72, Tunis Agenda).
