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1. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE YOUTH PROGRAMME

In accordance with Resolution 38 of WTDC-02 instructing the Director of BDT to seek appropriate means of integrating children and youth issues into the activities of BDT, a dedicated Youth Programme with emphasis on capacity building, education and work experience in ICTs was created since April 2003. 


Resolution 38 was reviewed in Doha during the WTDC-06, where the Youth Programme was expanded with more children aspects. Its new mandate is to support children and young people, mainly from developing countries and those in transition to increase access, use and knowledge of information and communication technologies.

In coordination with the ITU TELECOM Youth Forum, the Youth Programme aims at assuring the follow-up of the Youth Forums through Actions and Projects that identify the needs related to the promotion of the ICTs among the youth in a specific Region or worldwide. Through the implementation of these Projects, Youth Programmes ensures that “young people are equipped with knowledge and skills to use ICTs, including the capacity to analyse and treat information, share their expertise and participate fully in the Information Society”, aligned with WSIS request formulated in the Geneva Action Plan.

2.
ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS
2.1 Youth Education Scheme – “YES” scholarship initiative


The YES scholarship initiative http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/youth/youth_education_scheme.html supports young people from developing countries to complete their tertiary education in the ICT field, in order to have better access to employment opportunities in this sector. Full tuition is paid directly to the universities.

The Youth Education Scheme “YES” project enjoyed the support of generous Administrations and BDT Sector Members like Vodafone (U.K), ANACOM- Portugal, Thales Communications from France and National Telecommunication Institute (NTI) from Egypt.

Thanks to its sponsors, YES scholarships were awarded every academic year since 2003. 
To date, YES Programme awarded thirty-one (31) scholarships to future leaders in telecommunication mainly from LDCs and developing countries. The YES applicants participated in a competition with strict selection procedures and criteria, which respects geographic and gender balances. YES ensures transparency in the selection process, which is much appreciated by the sponsors. 

 

 2.2
Youth Incentive Scheme – internship initiative 

This internship initiative was offered to selected young graduates in telecommunication or related fields from the developing world, the opportunity to have an internship with the ITU in its Headquarters or in its Field Offices. Every year the Youth Programme accounts for at least two selected junior professionals who participate in the activities of the ITU HQ/Youth Programme and also in one of the respective ITU Field (Offices) where he/she gains experience working on ITU Projects and Activities related to the promotion of ICTs, the design of case studies and analysis of telecommunications data of the relevant Region. 

The professional experience received is comparable to a university course work and represents an opportunity of a career start for a junior professional in telecommunication or related fields. This initiative aims at responding to the need of integration in the ICT working area and to encourage and support the first job opportunities.
2.3
Follow-up Projects of ITU-TELECOM Youth Forums 

The ITU - TELECOM Youth Forums bring together selected university students between the ages of 18 and 23, one young man and one young woman representative from all countries of the Respective Regions where the Forum is held or from all over the world when the Forum is a World one. During the Youth Forum the young participants learn, interact and share experiences and visions on how to acquire new knowledge and perspectives of ICTs. 


On the last day of the Forum, the youth produce a Youth Forum Declaration and Action Plan in which they provide their recommendations on how ICTs could be improved to facilitate economic and social development in their countries and in their Region as a whole. The Declaration and Action Plan will serve to convert their wishes into real solutions through a follow-up project, which is identified and implemented by the Youth Programme http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/youth/itu__telecom_youth_forums.html 

The Youth Programme implemented after each Youth Forum is a follow-up project targeting the priority needs related to ICT development, expressed by the young participants in their Declaration and Action Plan.

2.3.1 The “Digital Bridge” Project,http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/youth/Followup-Projects/Asia2002-followup.html is the follow-up project of the Youth Forum Asia 2002, and was implemented with the participation of students from Tel-Aviv University following a proposal of a Youth Forum Alumni. 

The project aimed at opening up the world of ICTs to Arab and Jewish young people in a challenged neighborhood, by bringing not only knowledge of ICT to the youth who otherwise would have been deprived insight into this vital and strategic area of knowledge for their development, but also promoted the dialogue using ICTs as a tool. 

Based on testimonies, the initiative was recognized as a success, acquiring wide appreciation in both communities. 

2.3.2 The “Young Leaders in ICTs Network” represents the follow-up project of the ITU-TELECOM Youth Forum World 2003 where the Alumni participants expressed their wish to maintain contact with the alumni who attended the ITU Youth Forums and be informed of ITU activities and ICT opportunities worldwide. 
In response to this request the Youth Programme in collaboration with BDT/ISS Department created a youth website entitled Young Leaders in ICTs http://www.itu.int/YLinICTs .

This Network has a dedicated space for all ITU Regions (Africa, America, Arab Asia and Pacific and Europe and CIS Countries Region) in which information including ITU events and activities, educational opportunities, recruitment, links and contact information for Administrations, Regulatory Bodies and Private Sector dealing with ICT's are made available. 

The Network’s members can communicate through interactive discussion boards, where ICT information, educational experiences and ideas are shared online. To date more than 500 young alumni are members of this Network. As an example which the young people give to this Network, ITU statistics shows that on a monthly basis this Site is visited over 3 000 times and the discussion pages over 4.500 times. 

2.3.3 “Internet Access in local (Swahili) language” http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/youth/Followup-Projects/Africa2004.htm . This project was developed as a result of the articulated priority given to the Internet access in local language by the Alumni of the ITU-Telecom Youth Forum Africa, held in Cairo on May 2004. The representatives of African countries highlighted in their Declaration and Action Plan, illiteracy and ICTs inaccessibility as a challenge to be overcome and proposed the use of local languages in e-learning and Internet access as a solution.

In collaboration with the Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology, the Youth Programme supported the development of a software to enable translation from English to Swahili. This project’s target was to establish a web surfing environment and to promote use of the Internet among the young people who speak and understand Swahili namely: Burundi, Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania and other Swahili-speaking communities.

This software is now freely available in Africa Region. 



2.3.4 “Training course on ICT Emergency” 

As a follow-up project of Youth Forum Asia 2004, and taking into account the Tsunami disaster that the Asia-Pacific Region was facing at that time, a basic training course on ICT Emergency for young people (not necessarily professionals in telecommunications) was identified as the project that best suited the needs requested by the participants in the region.

The course was delivered on-line last year. Due to its topic that is widly applicable, the course content was translated into French and Spanish and is now available on CD-ROM will soon be also available on the Youth Programme’ web page. The CD-ROM version will be distributed through the Administrations, in order to make it freely available for the young people worldwide, through educational institutions, universities and Internet-cafes. 

2.4
Other Youth Activities related to ICT’s promotion including the Internet

2.4.1 The “PTC 2004 Youth Panel” was held in Hawaii (11-14.01.04). This meeting focused on promoting the concept of Human Network.http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/youth/other_youth_events/YouthForumPanel-PTC04.html. Its objective was to lead constructive exchange in ICT development and help the young people from Asia Region to develop their contact through the Internet. 

2.4.2 In the framework of “Partnership for young people and women through the ICTs”, in 2004, a Junior Expert from Thailand worked under the supervision of the ITU/RO Bangkok and elaborated a valuable case study for the Asia-Pacific Countries.

2.4.3 Equipment support for the “Child Helpline International”. Taking into account that the information and communication infrastructure represents an essential foundation for the Information Society and in accordance with WSIS Geneva Plan, which encourage the support of “ICT equipment and services so that everyone, has easy and affordable access especially marginalized children, and other disadvantaged and vulnerable groups” the Youth Programme provided in 2004, equipment support to Child Helpline International targeting to contribute in assuring ICT infrastructure (including Internet access) for children and young people from LDCs. 

2.4.4 In 2005, assistance to the youth activities was provided also towards a Youth Arab Regional Project entitled “Entertainment Education” targeted to increase the knowledge of ICTs of the Birzeit-University’ students and to improve school students' computer skills through comprehensive and entertaining training courses.

This project achieved: enhanced students' conceptual understanding of computers and ICTs in general; to improve the understanding and knowledge for users of personal computers; to rise the awareness of youth about the importance of computers, Internet and ICTs; and to create a chain of training courses as each graduate was expected to implement this material and transfer it to at least five other students through an educational network.


2.4.5 “ICT Training for Young Refugees” project developed in partnership with Africa Region in 2005, involved provision of computer workstations, a local area network to enable establishment of an ICT Training centre at the Buduburam Settlement hosting refugees from Liberia. This Project was made in partnership with UNHCR and Ministry of Communication, Ghana to develop a sustainable community computer training Center and to foster entrepreneurship. 

The project targeted the development of an efficient and sustainable education delivery system for the continuous provision of quality computer training as well as equip and prepare the youth and society in general to meet the needs of the new information era, to ensure affordability and accessibility of ICTs and computer and Internet related education to all learners and also to assist in bridging the digital divide between the North and South, the rich and poor, and between rural and urban communities.


3.
COORDINATION WITHIN THE ITU 

It is recognized that the young generation represent the best promoters of ICTs and are the key contributors to building an inclusive Information Society. Therefore, this should be taken into account in all actions and projects targeting the use and access of ICTs, not only as a way to widen ICTs opportunities for the children and young people but also as a way to faster bridge the Digital Divide and contribute to the development of the telecommunication sector as a whole


Within the BDT, children and youth issues are relevant especially to LDCs, e-strategies and e-services programmes as the young people that we target to assist are mainly coming from least developed countries and their development depends on e-strategies and e-services/applications projects as well as on technologies and telecommunication network development.

In 2006, the ITU launched during World Telecommunications Day (17th May) a Cybersecurity Gateway www.itu.int/cybersecurity that would serve as a portal for information on all Internet security initiatives being conducted by different countries.  The Portal highlights the types of network security threats, standards for IT protection and laws that have been signed by different government against online security threats.

Taking into account that children and young people need support, advice and guidance regarding their use of communication technologies and having in mind our goal to empower them with tools and knowledge to navigate the Internet safety, ITU Strategy and Policy Unit create a dedicated space for Children and Youth within the Portal http://www.itu.int/cybersecurity/citizens.html
