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Executive Summary
The ITU programme of development-oriented work is executed and implemented by the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) (www.itu.int/ITU-D/). The BDT is a meeting point for developing and industrialized countries as well as for public and private institutions. The members of the ITU-D are government agencies (ministries of communications, sector regulatory bodies, etc.) as well as private sector companies (operators, service providers, manufacturers, professional associations, financial/funding institutions, etc.). One important mission of the ITU-D is to reduce the digital divide between industrialized and developing countries and contribute, in this way, to social and economic development.

The strategy and the action plan of ITU’s development sector are defined by the World Telecommunication Development Conferences, which meet every four years. WTDCs are the highest-level platform for developing countries to address their concerns. 
There have been four action plans defined, following each WTDC: 
1. Buenos Aires (www.itu.int/ITU-D/conferences/wtdc/1994/), 
2. Valetta (http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/conferences/wtdc/1998/)
3. Istanbul (www.itu.int/ITU-D/conferences/wtdc/2002/).

4. Doha (www.itu.int/ITU-D/conferences/wtdc/2006/)

The most recent World Telecommunication Development Conference attended by nearly 1000 delegates representing some 132 countries took place in Doha, Qatar, 7-15 March 2006. It provided ITU with the mandate necessary to play its rightful role in the implementation of WSIS Geneva Plan of Action and the Tunis Agenda.

The Doha Action Plan consists of Programmes, Global and Regional Initatives, Resolutions and Recommendations which are listed below.
Six programmes: 

1. Programme 1: Regulatory Reform; 

2. Programme 2: Information and communication infrastructure and technology development

3. Programme 3: E‑strategies and ICT applications 

4. Programme 4: Economics and financing, including cost and tariffs 

5. Programme 5: Human capacity building
6. Programme 6: Least developed countries and small island developing states,
and emergency telecommunications 

Activities:
· ICT statistics, indicators and information
· Partnerships and promotion
Special Initiatives:

· Women

· Youth and children

· Indigenous people and communities

· People with disabilities

· Communities living in undeserved areas

· Private-sector issues
Regional Initiatives: 
Africa:

· Reinforcing human and institutional capacity; 
· Harrmonizing policy and regulatory frameworks for the integration of African ICT markets; 
· Developing broadband access and broadcasting networks for regional interconnectivity; and
· Introducing new digital technologies for radio and television broadcasting.

Americas:
· Improving connectivity in rural, isolated and marginal urban areas; 
· Interconnection of information networks for disaster prevention; 
· Policies and programmes for large-scale development of broadband access to achieve universal service goals; 
· Improving spectrum management in the Caribbean; and establishing a virtual web-based centre of excellence. 

Arab States: 
· Establishing ICT indicators and capacity building; 
· Developing a regional regulatory framework; 
· Creating a centre for digital documentation and archiving of heritage;
· Developing access nodes to connect Arab internet networks; and translation into Arabic of ICT terminology.

Asia-Pacific: 
· Policy and regulatory cooperation in telecommunications and ICT; 
· Infrastructure development for rural communications; 
· Planning of next-generation networks; 
· Focusing on the needs of Pacific islands and small island developing states; and 
· Strengthening collaboration between ITU's standardization and development sectors. 

Commonwealth of Independent States: 
· Strengthening the effective use of spectrum management to provide multimedia digital broadcast networks in mountainous terrain; 
· Creating international centres for the implementation and testing of new technologies; 
· Implementing e-applications based on broadband access; 
· Introducing telemedicine technologies; and 
· Establishing centres of excellence that include development of next-generation networks, renewable energy sources and wireless access.
The Plan of Action of the Development Sector shows a very high level of synergies with the WSIS Plan of Action and the Tunis Agenda. In this framework many activities relevant to the implementation of WSIS outcomes have been and are being undertaken. Several agreements and partnerships with international organizations, private sector and joint activities with NGOs have been carried out. The ITU Development Sector takes this opportunity to invite all interested stakeholders to join in its efforts to work towards meeting the WSIS targets and goals.

A more detailed report on the achievements of the Development Sector can be found at the following link: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D 
