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1. The “Programme Outline” for the 1st Meeting of the  Internet Governance Forum, to be held in Athens, in Oct-Nov´2006, incorporates issues of fundamental importance to the expansion and diffusion of the Internet as a means to support development efforts with a view to reducing the digital divide and promoting social and digital inclusion, in an open, multi-stakeholder environment. The debate on policy and costs for  Internet connectivity bears special importance in this regard. There remains, however, the need for further fine-tuning of  the Programme, with a view to permit meaningful discussions at the 1st  IGF Meeting, in response to the mandate derived from relevant provisions of the Tunis Agenda. 

2. While recognizing that the Internet has evolved into a global facility available to the public, The Tunis Agenda underscored the need to ensure the legitimacy of its governance, based on the full participation of all stakeholders, particularly from developing countries, within their respective roles and responsibilities. The 1st  IGF Meeting should provide an opportunity to  render the existing mechanisms of Internet governance more visible to all interested stakeholders, with a view to attract participation to the on-going policy-making debate at relevant fora, therefore contributing to the requisite of  legitimacy. 

3. The debates in Athens, both at general sessions, working groups and workshops, should focus on the need to cooperate for the creation of  an environment that facilitates the development of globally-applicable public policy principles associated with the coordination and management of critical Internet resources. This debate should be held with full participation of relevant international organizations, in particular the Internet Corporation for the Assignment of Names and Numbers (ICANN). 

4. The current ICANN agenda is considering a range of issues with direct impact to public policies. While recognizing the multistakeholder participation and open, bottom-up approach of  ICANN, its debate remains within limited reach. The Government Advisory Committee (GAC) has the average participation of around 40 government representatives. That does not correspond to the aim envisaged at WSIS, which recognized that “all governments should have an equal role and responsibility for Internet governance and for ensuring the stability, security and continuity of the Internet” (Tunis Agenda, para. 68). There is the urgent need to increase the participation of Governments at GAC, as well as other stakeholder constituencies at ICANN. 

5. The 1st IGF meeting should therefore aim at promoting and opening up discussions that at present are being held with limited participation. It is of particular importance that, at the 1st day of  the IGF Meeting, time be allocated to an open discussion of issues under the agenda of already implemented mechanisms, including ICANN, in line with outreach efforts that ICANN itself is making to promote wider participation and stronger legitimacy of its decision-making processes. 

6. The debate being suggested to be held at the 4th day aiming at the preparations for the 2nd IGF, to be held in Rio de Janeiro, in 2007, is also of particular importance to the fulfillment of the Forum mandate. In particular, the IGF should be able to “identify emerging issues, bring them to the attention of relevant bodies and the general public and, where appropriate, make recommendations” (Tunis Agenda, para. 72.g).  

7. The innovative and most important aspect of IGF is the expected wide participation of all stakeholders, including Governments, the civil society, the private initiative. In order to cope with the expectations, the 1st IGF should provide the adequate environment for discussions of Internet governance, as a meaningful contribution for a people-centered, inclusive and non-discriminatory Information Society. 

