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November 17, 2009

Mr. Sha Zukang

United Nations Undersecretary General for

Economic and Social Affairs

Dear Undersecretary Sha,

AT&T strongly supports the continuation of the Internet Governance Forum (“IGF”) and its truly unique model of multi-stakeholder interaction, which promotes an open and non-binding exchange of ideas and information on Internet governance policy issues.  AT&T has actively participated in all four annual IGF meetings, as well as public consultations and other IGF-related meetings.  We have seen firsthand the continued evolution and improvements that have taken place within the existing IGF framework, which is flexible enough to accommodate ongoing improvements without the need for fundamental changes to the model.

 The IGF has been effective at focusing on the mandate established by the WSIS principles and the Tunis Agenda, while also providing a forum for discussing a broad range of policy issues.  Importantly, these policy discussions have been evolving over time, so that the IGF process now encompasses both an exchange of views on challenging issues and an exchange of best practices and consensus views on more mature issues.  At the same time, the flexibility of the workshop and dynamic coalition process has allowed a diversity of issues and views to be brought into the IGF process.  


Moreover, the IGF is having a broader impact beyond the annual meeting.  The policy dialog and exchange of ideas is now being expanded and continued throughout the year through the emergence of regional and national IGF meetings, ongoing dynamic coalition discussions and the public consultations hosted by the IGF Secretariat.  These opportunities for interaction are, in themselves, facilitating new interactions and openness to working across traditional stakeholder lines.  These are additional positive indicators of the culture being established by the IGF community and the desire of participants to build on their experience at the annual IGF meetings.  In these respects, the IGF is reflective of the Internet itself – it is flexible, rapidly evolving, inclusive and participatory.  

For these reasons, AT&T strongly supports the continuance of the IGF.  Experience has shown that the IGF serves an important purpose by providing a unique forum for bringing together diverse stakeholders on an equal footing to engage in an ongoing public policy dialog on Internet governance issues.  AT&T recommends that the IGF be charted for at least an additional five years, in order to provide stability for IGF participants and stakeholders.  We look forward to continuing our active participation in the IGF process and engaging in meaningful interactions with other stakeholders from across the Internet community.

Jeff Brueggeman

Vice President Public Policy

AT&T Services, Inc.

cc:  Markus Kummer
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