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Mr. Sha Zukang

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for

Economic and Social Affairs

igfstock@intgovforum.org
November 18, 2009

Dear Under-Secretary Sha,

Verizon, a global broadband services company, believes that the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a unique and valuable venue for information sharing and international dialog on a wide variety of Internet governance topics.  Indeed the Forum has demonstrated, by its very existence, the feasibility and benefits of multistakeholder interaction as called for in the WSIS Tunis Agenda.  It brings together leaders from governments, the technical community, civil society and business to exchange best practices and explore a wide variety of policy options.
Verizon has participated in every stage of the WSIS process and in all previous Forums.  We have also lent our financial support to the IGF secretariat, to assist in efforts in organizing the best possible conferences.  It is our intention to continue our participation if the IGF is extended with its current format and structure - Namely, a non-decisional, non-binding, multistakeholder approach where all stakeholders participate on an equal footing.
The Internet Governance Forum is unique.  It provides the opportunity to explore issues and engage with colleagues in an open and frank manner.  In our view, the IGF is not only fulfilling its mandate, it has become a premier venue for discussing key elements of Internet governance.  It has welcomed diverse views and has permitted a deeper interaction between all categories of stakeholders.  Through these actions the IGF has fostered a culture of engagement in the important area of Internet governance.  Moreover, the IGF’s structure and processes have been flexible and evolved over time so as to reflect emerging issues and priorities.
We look forward to continuing our support and participation in this successful effort.

Sincerely,

Jacquelynn Ruff

Vice President, International Public Policy and Regulatory Affairs

Cc:  Mr. Markus Kummer, IGF Secretariat

mkummer@unog.ch
