[image: image1.png]Internet Governance Forum m

Sharm el-Sheikh, 15-18 November 2009





INTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM TO MEET IN SHARM EL-SHEIKH FROM 15 TO 18 NOVEMBER 2009

"Internet Governance – Creating Opportunities for All" will be the Overall Theme of the Meeting
Representatives of governments, international organizations, the Internet community, the private sector, civil society, and the media will convene from 15 to 18 November 2009 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, for the fourth meeting of the Internet Governance Forum.  

The meeting will be chaired by Tarek Kamel, Egyptian Minister of Communication and Information Technology.  Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-General at the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, will also be participating.  More than 1,000 participants from more than 100 countries are expected to attend, including high ranking officials from several governments and international organizations, and important actors from the industry and civil society - Bob Khan, one of the pioneers of the Internet, and Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of the World Wide Web, are expected to be present.

The main theme for this year's meeting will be "Internet Governance – Creating opportunities for all", and aims at developing a common understanding of how to maximize the opportunities the Internet offers for all nations and peoples, and how to address the risks and challenges, while also raising awareness on the development dimension of Internet governance.
Discussions during the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting will focus on issues relate to the management of key Internet resources such as the domain name system, Internet protocol addresses, the root server system, technical standards, interconnection and telecommunications; the safety of the Internet and the fight against cybercrime; and the task of improving access by all and promoting local content and cultural diversity.
The meeting will also look at the emerging issue of social networks, which have grown tremendously in influence and popularity over the last few years and have become critical to reaching wider audiences.  They impact not only the daily life of young people who were early adopters but almost any field of activity, from entertainment to business and the political space. As social media have continued to evolve, governance issues have continued to emerge, in particular, the need for new approaches regarding privacy and data protection, rules applicable to user-generated content and copyrighted material, and issues of freedom of expression and illegal content.

Participants will also reflect on Internet governance in the light of the "Geneva Declaration of Principles", adopted in the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), where States declared a common commitment to build a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society and agreed that the international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of Governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations.

Finally, one year before the end of the Forum's five year mandate, the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting will take stock of the accomplishments under this format and discuss whether it should be maintained for the future.
Panel discussions, workshops and other meetings will be held on several related issues, such as, among others, promoting freedom of information and freedom of expression of the media on the Internet, human rights and principles in Internet governance, issues of copyrights, legal issues related to social media, privacy and social networking, combating cybercrime through capacity building, Internet governance and climatic change, child online safety, gender issues, accessibility and disability, open standards, managing internet addresses, language and cultural diversity, online education.

Background

The Internet Governance Forum is an outcome of the "Tunis phase" of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which took place in 2005 and where Governments, by adopting the "Tunis Agenda", asked the United Nations Secretary-General to convene a new forum for policy dialogue to discuss issues related to key elements of Internet governance in order to foster the Internet's sustainability, robustness, security, stability and development.  The Forum is not a decision-making body, but offers a valuable space for dialogue for all those who have an important role and responsibility in the development of the Information Society to discuss Internet governance issues, and allows participants to share practical experiences from different perspectives.  It is a "multistakeholder" mechanism which includes governments and international organizations, but also the private sector, civil society, academics, the technical community, and others with a view to encouraging policy dialogue.
At the outcome of the "Geneva phase" of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in 2003, the "Geneva Declaration of Principles" was adopted whereby States declared a common commitment "to build a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society, where everyone can create, access, utilize and share information and knowledge, enabling individuals, communities and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting their sustainable development and improving their quality of life, premised on the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and respecting fully and upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights".  States agreed that the international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of Governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations.

The Tunis Agenda required examining the "desirability of the continuation" of the Forum within five years of its creation, for the UN Secretary-General to make recommendations to the General Assembly in this regard.  Next year will be IGF's fifth edition.

The three previous meetings of the Forum were held in Athens, Greece, in November 2006, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in November 2007, and in Hyderabad, India, in November 2008.

The Forum will hold its 2010 session in Vilnius, Lithuania.

________

A more detailed background information paper on the Sharm el-Sheikh agenda and other information on the meeting are available on the website of the Internet Governance Forum at http://www.intgovforum.org, as well as the host country website for the meeting at igf09.eg.
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