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1. The Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG) met in Geneva on 12 May 2010. 
In accordance with the mandate as contained in the press release issued on 5 May 
2010, the discussion focused on proposals with regard to its own future, should the 
mandate be renewed. 

2. The Secretariat recalled the history of how the MAG was created as a 
compromise between those who called for a replication of the WSIS structure of 
three bureaus that would meet separately  – one each for governments, civil society 
and private sector  - and those who had called for a small programme committee of 
10 – 15 members. The compromise reached  in 2006 was to combine the two 
approaches and create an Advisory Group where all stakeholder groups would meet 
as equals sitting around the same table, while the representation of the different 
stakeholder groups corresponded to the ‘three bureau approach’. The defining 
feature of the MAG was its multistakeholder character. 

3. It was noted that the status of the MAG was clear as a UN advisory committee 
constituted by the Secretary-General. The link to the UN was seen as vital in 
providing legitimacy. While it was felt that by and large the MAG had played a useful 
role in preparing each annual meeting, its functioning had practically remained the 
same, while the IGF had evolved. The emergence of workshops, dynamic coalitions 
and, more recently, meetings at the regional and national level, had not been 
foreseen in the Tunis Agenda but had proved valuable contributions to the IGF.  

4. The original mandate of the MAG was to prepare the annual IGF meeting. 
Several proposals were made to enhance the MAG Terms of Reference and bring 
them in line with the IGF mandate and to bring them in line with the above mentioned 
developments.  Some argued that the MAG should review itself against the mandate 
in the Tunis Agenda for the IGF to see on which aspects the MAG has been 
adequate or may need evolutionary change. 

5. Several suggestions were made with regard to improving the MAG working 
methods. Several suggestions were made on how to structure the MAG, ranging 
from creating an executive committee, working groups, or thematic groups. One 
suggestion was to separate a more strategic function from the more concrete 
planning of the annual meeting. 

6. Some time was spent on discussing the selection of MAG members and their 
rotation. The point was made that the so-called ‘black box’ approach, where the final 
decision was left to UNHQ had worked quite well so far. It was noted that it had 
depended, to a large extent, on the trust the IGF participants had in the Chairman 
and in the Secretariat. However, there was a general feeling that it would be 
preferable to develop a system that would depend on a sound structure rather than 



just personal trust. Some would prefer a more transparent system and favoured the 
notion that each stakeholder group would have the means to nominate their 
representatives. However, the point was made that no single nominating group could 
claim to represent an entire stakeholder group and that, therefore, there would be the 
need for some overall selection mechanism, not least also to balance with regard to 
diversity and expertise. To achieve this, some suggested creating a Nominating 
committee in which all stakeholders would be represented. Former MAG Members 
could be candidates for this committee, as they had worked well together and were 
aware of the necessary qualifications. The MAG agreed to continue the discussion 
on the different options.  It was also recalled that the MAG had previously agreed to 
an annual rotation of a third of its members, thus creating a three year term limit. 

7.  Several MAG Members proposed rotating MAG meetings to the different 
regions as a means of outreach to developing countries. However, the Secretariat 
pointed out that this had financial implications for potential host countries, as all extra 
costs for meetings outside of Headquarters had to be borne by the sponsors of the 
meeting. This was an option that can be further explored. It was also felt that the 
links to the regional meetings could also be improved through MAG and Secretariat 
members attending these meetings. 

8.  The MAG felt that recent open consultations had shown that meetings could 
be improved in various ways. They could be more structured and more task oriented 
and allow for better interaction with regional meetings, dynamic coalitions and 
thematic groups, should it be decided to create such groups. One suggestion was to 
hold consultations on a remote basis. 

9. This discussion in the MAG meeting was the first step of a broad based IGF 
consultative process. As a next step, the Secretariat would put out a request for 
comment on the following questions: 

(a)  Has the work of the MAG been consistent with the mandate set out in 
the Tunis Agenda and subsequent decisions? 

(b) How best to nominate non governmental members for the MAG? 

(c) How best to nominate the MAG Chair? 

(d) How best to organize open consultations? 

(e) How best to link with regional meetings? 

(f) How best to link with international processes and institutions? 

10. All comments will be made available on the IGF Web site. All comments 
received by 15 October will be synthesized in a document prepared by the 
Secretariat as an input into an open consultations, tentatively scheduled for the 
second half of November 2010. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

Name Position 
  
Chairman  
Mr. Desai, Nitin 
 

Delhi/Mumbai - Special Adviser to the Secretary-General 
for Internet Governance 

  
Members  
  
Mr. Al Shatti, Qusai 
 

Kuwait City - Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Information 
Technology Society 

Mr. Bajwa, Fouad 
 

Lahore – Social Entrepreneur 
 

Mr. Cancio Meliá, Jorge Madrid - Adviser-Deputy to the Director of Information 
Society Services, General Direction for the Development 
of the Information Society, Ministry of Industry, Tourism 
and Trade 

Ms. Cavalli, Olga del 
Carmen 
 

Buenos Aires - Adviser for Technology, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Argentina 

Mr. Dardailler, Daniel    
 

Grasse, France – Director International Relations, World 
Wide Web Consortium (W3C) 
 

Mr. Dengo, Manuel B Geneva - Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 
Costa Rica to the United Nations Office at Geneva 

Ms. Diop Diagne, Ndeye 
Maimouna 
 

Dakar - Director of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT), Ministry of Posts, Telecommunications 
and ICT, Senegal 

Mr. Disspain, Chris Carlton - Chief Executive Officer, AU Registry; Chair, 
Council of Country-Code Names Supporting Organization 
(ccNSO) 

Ms. Dryden, Heather 
 

Ottawa - Senior Advisor, International 
Telecommunications Policy and Coordination, 
Telecommunications Policy Branch, Industry Canada 

Ms. Fall, Coura 
 

Dakar - Coordinator of GOREeTIC 
 

Mr. Filip, Ondřej 
 

České Budějovice - Chief Executive Officer of CZ.NIC 
(Czech Republic) 

Mr. Galvani, Alvaro Brasilia - Head, Division of Information Society, Ministry of 
External Relations 

Mr. Graham, Bill 
 

Ottawa - Global Strategic Engagement, Internet Society 
(ISOC) 

Ms. Hassan, Ayesha 
 

Paris - Senior Policy Manager, E-Business, IT, and 
Telecoms, Executive in charge of Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) Policy, International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 

Ms. Hofmann, Jeanette 
 

London - Senior Researcher, London School of 
Economics and Political Science (LSE) / Social Science 
Research Center Berlin 

Mr. Katundu, Michael 
 

Nairobi - Assistant Director, Information Technology 
Communications Commission, Kenya 

Mr. Lau, Stephen K.M. Hong Kong - Chairman, Electronic Data System (EDS) 



  
Mr. Matulis, Aurimas 
 

Vilnius - Director of the Information Society Development 
Committee, Lithuania 

Ms. Murray-Bruce, 
Freda Ruth 
 

Abuja - Senior Manager, Strategy & Monitoring, Nigerian 
Communications Commission 

Ms. Nimpuno, Nurani 
 

Stockholm - Outreach & Communications, 
Netnod/Autonomica 

Mr. Papadatos, George 
 

Geneva - Minister-Counsellor, Permanent Mission of 
Greece to the United Nations Office at Geneva 

Ms. Pereda, Katitza 
Rodriguez 

Washington, DC – Director of EPIC´s International 
Privacy Project and Coordinator of The Public Voice 
Coalition 

Ms. Primo, Natasha 
 

Johannesburg - Coordinator, Association for Progressive 
Communications (APC) National ICT policy Advocacy 
Initiative 

Mr. Quaynor, Nii 
 

Accra - Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Network 
Computer Systems; President, Internet Society of Ghana 

Mr. Shanker, N. Ravi New Delhi - Joint Secretary, Government of India, Ministry 
of Communications and Information Technology, 
Department of Information Technology 

Mr. Siganga, Waudo 
 

Nairobi – Computer Society of Kenya, Chair 
 

Mr. Solines Moreno, 
Juan Carlos 
 

Quito - Solines & Asociados Abogados, Partner; 
Professor of Technology & Law and Telecommunications 
Law, San Francisco de Quito University (USFQ) 

Ms. Taylor, Emily Oxford - Consultant 
  
Members participating remotely 
Mr. Echeberría, Raúl Montevideo - Executive Director/CEO, Latin American 

and Caribbean Internet Addresses Registry (LACNIC) 
Mr. Sha'ban, Charles 
 

Manama Bahrain - Executive Director, Abu-Ghazaleh 
Intellectual Property. 

Ms. Swinehart, Theresa 
 

Marina del Rey, CA - Consultant 

Ms. Warren, Jennifer A. Alexandria, VA - Vice President, Technology Policy & 
Regulation, Lockheed Martin Corporation 

  
Intergovernmental Organizations and the European Commission 
Ms. Assefa, Sorine ITU 
Ms. Xianhong Hu UNESCO 
Ms. Hibbard, Lee Council of Europe 
Mr. Alcaine, Miguel UNCTAD 
Ms. Markot, Elisabeth European Commission 
Mr. Niebel, Michael European Commission 
  
Regional Coordinators 
Mr. Schneider, Thomas WEOG (Switzerland) 
  
Advisors to the Chair and Others 
Mr. Fältström, Patrik Sweden – Distinguished Consulting Engineer, Office of 

the CTO, Cisco ; Liaison from IETF to ITU - T; Member, 
Swedish Government IT Advisory Group 

Ms. Gad, Nashwa Government of Egypt 
Mr. Glaser, Hartmut 
 

São Paulo - CEO, CGI.Br 
 



Mr. Kurbalija, Jovan 
 

Geneva/La Valetta – Director, DiploFoundation 
 

Mr. Mazzone, Giacomo European Broadcasting Union 
Ms. Pandey, Tulika Government of India 
Ms. Ragab, May Government of Egypt 
Mr. Singh, Parminder 
Jeet 
 

Bangalore – Executive Director, IT for Change 
 

  
  
Advisors to the Chair participating remotely 
Ms. Shaw, Heather 
 

New York – Vice President , ICT Policy , United States 
Council for International Business 
 

  
IGF Secretariat 
Mr. Kummer, Markus Executive Coordinator 
Mr. Masango, Chengetai Programme and Technology Manager 
Ms. Doria, Avri Consultant 
Mr. Nkurunziza, Jean 
Paul 

Fellow 

Mr. Otieno, Barrack Fellow 
Mr. Arata, Seiiti Intern 
 


