The following text is excerpted from an ongoing discussion on the IGF Multistakeholder Advisory Group mailing list. The only changes made relate to an effort to anonymize the comments in respect of the Chatham House rule and separate issues related to logistics and internal procedures. The discussion took place between 1 - 30 September, 2010. 

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues, 

We have now fixed the time for the hoisting of the UN flag: this event will take place on 13 September at 17:30 inside the conference venue. You are all cordially invited to attend the flag ceremony 

I therefore suggest starting with the MAG briefing session somewhat later, at 1530 (instead of 1500), so that those of you who wish to join us in the flag ceremony can do so immediately afterwards. 

I do not anticipate that we will need much more than one hour for going through the programme together. This should give us sufficient time for a guided tour through the conference centre. 

Best regards 

Markus

(Writer A)

Thanks Markus for the update.

Regards and see you all soon.

Best

(Writer B)

Thank you for the update Markus. I will be participating in the MAG briefing.
(Writer C)

Dear Markus

Thanks much for the updates. Unfortunatelly, I won't be able to 

participate in the activities on the 13th, as I will arrive at the 

airport after 7pm.

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

As in previous years, there will be a number of pre- and side events in Vilnius. We will list those that are open to all participants. Right now we are in the process of clarifying which events are open. They will be listed on our Web site.

We can already signal the annual GigaNet event on 13 September (in which several MAG members are actively involved). The event will take place in Room 3 (upstairs in Hall 5). In addition, CSTD Vice-Chair and MAG Member Frederic Riehl will hold lunchtime consultations on the CSTD Working Group on the IGF on 16 September.  I presume he will send out additional information. The consultations will take place in the main meeting hall, starting at 1330.

Best regards

Markus

(Writer D)

Last year, [EDITED] started a small exercise on social reporting for 

youth and IGF fellows. This year in Vilnius, we plan to move it further 

by focusing on one of main operational challenge of the IGF: how to 

harness avelange of information and interaction & make them more 

manageable.   On 13th of May (18.00 - 19.00) there will be training on 

social reporting. Please let us know if you or somebody you can suggest 

would like to attend this training ([EDITED]). We will also 

appreciate if you could help us in this attempt to aggregate 

IGF-discussions by providing comments and summaries of discussions. Here 

is the link to the aggregation page 

[EDITED]

See you next week! 

(Writer E)

Dear Markus and all MAG colleagues,

I hate to report to you that I cannot attend IGF meeting this time

because of series of business needs here in [EDITED]. I booked the trip

and was trying hard to be in Vilnius, but it just turns out that this is

not possible this year.

For your information, I left [EDITED] this June (after more than 30 years

of work), and recently joined [EDITED]. Please see:

[EDITED]

I am sorry that I am going to miss you at IGF meeting this year, but

I hope the 5th meeting will be a very successful one.

(Writer F)

Dear Markus & Colleagues:

I have to apologize too, will try to participate remotely this year as far as possible. Please if you want me to handle something during the coming IGF remotely (such as online discussions, questions…) please inform me.

Sorry will miss this year IGF and having the chance to see you all. Good luck and hope it will be very successful as the first 4 IGFs.

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

We have now posted the traditional background paper in all six UN languages.

We also posted a paper that represents a first attempt to gather an inventory of good practices as they were identified in the first four years in a single publication. 

You will recall that part of the IGF meeting design since the beginning in Athens we included Best Practice sessions in which the participants from the various stakeholder groups and the many regions and countries represented among the participants discussed the variety of Internet governance themes with the aim of identifying good Internet governance practice. 

This is the first step in a project to make the outcomes of the IGF more accessible. This document serves not only as the first working publication of these best practice reports, but serves as a blueprint for a more extensive project to build an online repository for Good Practice reports.

I hope you will find both papers useful.

Best regards

Markus

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

We are preparing the list of speakers for the opening ceremony. As in previous meetings, we are planning to follow a "multistakeholder protocol", that is to mix the speakers from the various stakeholder groups.

The first three speakers will be the Assistant Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Jomo Kwame Sundaram, the President of Lithuania, Ms. Dalia Grybauskaite and the Minister of Transport and Communications, Mr. Eligijus Masiulis who will assume the Chairmanship of the meeting.

After that, we continue the list of speakers in a non hierarchical way, beginning with a video message from last year's Chairman, Minister Tarek Kamel and ending with a representative of the country which has offered to the 2011 meeting, Kenya. We thought that the most transparent and fair way to distribute the speaking slots would be to draw lots for the other speakers.

We plan to draw the lots on 13 September at 1500 hours. The speakers or their representatives are of course cordially invited to attend this session and draw their lot themselves.

Best regards

Markus

(Writer G)

Dear Markus

Thank you, and your team, for compiling this excellent best practice inventory.  A tangible product of IGF, which draws together the learning from many best practice sessions.  

Kind regards

(Writer H)

Dear all, 

Please find attached the [EDITED]'s IGF2010 brief. We have tried to capture the the [EDITED]'s priorities for this year in relation to the IGF process. 

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

On the first day, we have an introductory session on the IGF for newcomers (Room 6, 9-10). The session will be led by Chengetai and will explain the basics.  Beyond this very basic information the session will also inform about the substantive issues the IGF has been dealing with and give an overview of the programme.

MAG members are welcome to take part and help explain the particular multistakeholder character of the IGF. Please let us know if you are willing to do so.

In any case, we are grateful if you signal the existence of the session to newcomers you may know.

Best  regards

Markus

(Writer I)

I am ready to come but have also to go to [EDITED]

best wishes (just arrived)

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

A reminder about tomorrow's events:

1500: Drawing lots to determine the order of speakers for the opening ceremony (Room 1)

1530: MAG briefing (Room 8)

1730: Flag ceremony (Main Entrance)

Best regards

Markus

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

As you may have noted on our Web site, the President of Lithuania will take part in the opening ceremony and address the meeting. As it is normal for occasions like this, participants are therefore requested to be seated in the Main Hall by 1445. We will meet the protocol from the President's Office tomorrow to settle the finer details and will let you know should there be any additional requirements.

A reminder to those of you who will either speak at or prepare a speech for the opening ceremony: speeches should not exceed 5 minutes. We would be grateful to get the text of the speech in advance (for the interpreters and also for posting on our Web site after the ceremony).

(Writer A)

Thanks Markus.

I will join you tomorrow for these events.

Best regards

(Writer J)

Dear Markus,

I'm happy to attend the introductory session on the first day.

Kind regards,

(Writer K)

I will be there at 9.
(Writer B)

I will try to participate Markus.

Thank You.

(Writer K)

People might be a bit late as the shuttles will not start going until tomorrow (Tuesday), while information to hotels said from today (Monday).

Radisson Astorja was heroes and I might make it to 9.

(Writer K)

Oh, maybe I am making A Big Mistake...I thought "the first day" was today...Monday.

Room number 6 is very empty now just before 9 a clock... :-) Very empty.

(Writer L)

Hi Writer K, I hope as well that you make a big mistake because otherwise 

I would be a day late :-)

(Writer K)

Yes, I did make a mistake... :-D

Now trying to solve some network problems...mumble...

(Writer K)

Hi,

When checking in to the Astorja, I got a ticket for the transfer. Later at the information table I saw it would cost €75. This when cab is between Lit25 and Lit40 (so far for me), and the bus is Lit2 if you buy tickets in advance.

When now checking with the hotel, my hotel room was not charged (they where only asked to give a ticket to everyone).

By the information table it this afternoon was a person that asked if she could help me. I said I did not want to pay €75 for the transfer bus, and wanted to return the ticket. She said I should talk with the hotel(!).

Anyway, I told her the best was possible that I, as I had not paid, and did not want the shuttle, just returned the ticket to her. Which I did.

Busses 16 and 54 go from the station to the big road just above the conference center. Takes about 17 minutes, and is Lit2.

On the host website it said this morning "information coming shortly".

(Writer M)

will you bring them to the MAG meeting this afternoon, Seiiti?

On [EDITED], Seiiti Arata Jr. wrote:

> Dear colleagues,

> 

> In addition to the badge you have received, you will as a 1) MAG member, 2) Advisor to the Chair or as 3) a moderator of one of the main sessions, receive a yellow additional "Fast Lane" access card for your personal use.

> 

> Only persons fitting one of the 3 categories above will receive the Fast Lane badge.

> 

> These have just been printed out and are with me at the badging area. 

> 

> Apologies for sending this email also to those who will not come for the IGF - in that case, please ignore this message.

> 

> Best

> Seiiti

(Writer N)

Patrik,

The charge is not per journey but for the whole week. 

Cheers,

(Seiiti Arata)

Will do my best. I am focused on the registration desk.
(Writer M)

Understood!

(Writer K)

Yes, indeed, but €75 when bus tickets for the week might be €8.

And, btw, not whole week, only tue-fri.

(Writer K)

Thanks for you efforts. FWIW: when I registered yesterday I did not get such a card. If you can not bring them, I presume we can just walk over to registration and pick them up.

(Writer O)

Thank you, Writer K,

This is very useful information, specially for many civil society

participants. Can you authorize me to share it with the civil society

mailing list, please?

As for us: We are four people from my organization in town, therefore

renting a car is half of the price of paying the four of us for the

shuttle. Rental cars cost 19 dollars per day. I saw that parking is free

in hour hotel and in the Conference Venue, I am wondering if we need a

pass?

(Writer P)

Hi All

I too must mention that most people I met found Euro 75 as way too high a cost for the transfer bus ticket. It is more than the cost of getting taxis to and fro for 4 days from most hotels, without of course the flexibility. However many people would  take the transfer bus option just because one is not sure of getting a taxi at the venue in the evenings. This is more likely for those who may not be too used to European towns.

Sorry to point this out, but thought it was my duty to report what participants were expressing. 

(Writer Q)

I will be there....and will also let the HK delegation, which includes youngsters attending IGF for the first time, be aware of this session.

rgds

(Writer R)

Dear coellagues

this message is to appologize for my unexpected absence - I suffered a 

domestic accident yesterday, before leaving to the airport, and the 

doctor has forbidded me to walk until Wednesday.

I'll do my best to follow the IGF remotely and wish you all a wonderful 

meeting.

best regards,

(Writer S)

I didn't know that it was compulsory. I thought that the ticket was  

just an identification for the bus.

Thank you for the information, I will return the ticket tomorrow  

morning.

(Writer B)

I just had an interesting situation of my own.

When I checked into Karolina Hotel, they gave me a IGF Bus Schedule to

be picked up at 8.15am everyday which is good because breakfast starts

around 7-7:15am and one can grab a byte before heading down to the

LITEXPO but today as I got back from the IGF, the shuttle company had

left me a note that I had to be outside at 7:15 which is insane

because breakfast time as mentioned before only leaves me time to get

on the bus and no breakfast.

Secondly, the interesting thing is that my hotel is just 2km from the

venue? Why is it that I have to get to the venue 2 hours before anyone

else?

I need help in this regard? Is there a shuttle company rep or desk at

the venue whom I could talk to?

(Writer K)

Hi,

As I said during the MAG meeting yesterday, there is a possibility there would be two (2) wireless networks. "IGF" and "IGF_". The difference between them is that "IGF" is much better, on 5GHz, while "IGF_" is not as good, and on 2.4GHz. Not all equipment can see the 5GHz ("IGF") network, so your computer/phone/whatever might only see "IGF_".

This implies, if you see "IGF" and "IGF_", please use "IGF". If you only see "IGF_", use that.

I also got some reports that the network had glitches. Now and then the network "did something" so that it was impossible to for example have a chat session running for more than 2 minutes at a time. That MIGHT have been because the people running the network where yesterday (Monday) still making lots and lots of changes to it. If this happens today, Tuesday, please let me know.

And yes, there is IPv6 everywhere.

You will see that if you go to sites like my personal blog, [EDITED]. To the right you see what IP address you are accessing from. That should, if you use IPv6, show and IPv6 address and not an IPv4 address.

(Writer I)

INVITATION

ICANN - NomCom Cocktail

Are you interested to apply for a leadership position within ICANN? Do you want to know how ICANN selects its Board Directors, Council and Committee Members? Would you like to share some information with ICANN officials who went through the NomCom process? 

Then come to the ICANN NomCom Cocktail Reception at the 5th IGF in Vilnjus.

When: Thursday, September 16, 2010, 17.30 - 18.30

Where: Restaurant ADSUM in the LITEXPO Conference Center

Programme:

Welcome & Introduction: 

Wolfgang Kleinwächter, Chair of the 2010 NomCom

ICANNs Mission & Core Values: 

Rod Beckstrom, CEO & President of ICANN

Personal Experiences: 

Bertrand de la Chapelle, new selected ICANN Director

(Writer M)

Many thanks Writer K

(Writer K)

Thus morning the hotel staff at Radisson Astorija told me bus was for free.

Doesn't matter now as the schedule did not match my needs, but anyway.

(Writer A)

Hi,

our bus departed this morning at 7 sharp, then ten minutes after we were in the venue, almost everything was closed and I am lucky I have internet access in the cofee now....

Why do the bus runs so early?

Regards

(Writer J)

So far, it's working flawlessly. :)

(Writer N)

We came by taxi from the old town. Left at 08.30. Arrived venue at 08.45. Registered and made it into first workshop by 09.10.

Cost of taxi, 45 lt or around 13 euros.
(Writer M)

Friends,

Could you please publish the speaking order asap.

(Writer M)

Many thanks, Avri + Markus
(Writer T)

The whole shuttle story is a confusing issue for all of us. First of 

all, it is surprising that the host country does not provide this as 

part of its involvement (after all, they invited us here). Secondly, we 

found out that sharing a taxi (in some cases even with two people) will 

be cheaper from most places. This is what we are doing.

I do not understand this, really.

fraternal regards

(Writer K)

Do you have any answer on when and where this meeting can be held?

I am directly cc:ing whole of MAG so that when you announce what and when, it is known to all of MAG.

(Writer B)

Some of the hotels like mine Karolina probably charged me beforehand for this bus service that isn't even usable because i can see an extraordinary charge on my receipt that is separate from the hotel charges. I walked to the venue today because the shuttle came at 7:15am which remains insane because mine and all other hotels serve breakfast at that time and i had to refuse it. So i am paying for a service that i can't even use.

Food at the venue remains pretty much expensive too. I guess the host country may have ran over budget limiting it's ability to carry on the tradition of supporting lunch and transport.  

(Writer N)

Writer B,

May I suggest that you return the bus card to your hotel reception, tell 

them that you won't be using the service and ask them to refund any charge 

made.

(Writer T)

Well, this is outrageous -- they cannot unilaterally charge anything. I 

never used the bus to begin with and will not use it, and this is the 

case of many others.

(Writer S)

I came to my hotel now and I found a message in my room announcing  

that there is a new departure time for the Bus.

8.30 am.

It seems that the comments have been taken in consideration. Very good!!

(Writer K)

FYI: There are some attacks against the wireless network. Might be intentional, might be unintentional, might be broken software/hardward. But it is local at the IGF itself.

We are tracking down where the device is that do this, but we physically must find it, which is hard.

The attack is though only against the "IGF_" SSID, so the ones of you that do see, and can use the "IGF" network, please do so. You will see that the "IGF" network works fine.

(Markus Kummer)

Dear colleagues,

The CSTD Vice Chair and MAG Member Frederic Riehl has asked me to kindly remind you that he will hold an open consultation today on the proposed CSTD Working Group that is to discuss working methods and functioning of the IGF, should the mandate be renewed. 

The consultation will take place in the main session hall at 1330. 

Frederic would also be grateful if you could pass on the information within your respective stakeholder groups.

Best regards

Markus

(Writer I)

Hi all

shouldn´t we not use the planned UNCSTD Working Group on Improvement to propose something like an equivalent to this "window dressing" Broadband Commssion? A multistakeholder "Future of Internet Governance Commission" (FIGOC), composed by High Level representatives and linked to the IGF, could produce some general recommendations what the IGF itself should not do.   

See: 

http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2010/33.aspx

(Writer P)

I wish to heartily thank the Lithuanian hosts for an extremely well organized IGF - 5, not to speak of all the beautiful things and places that we were able to see in and around Vilnius. There were very good arrangements and very good spaces everywhere, and the participants were generally at great ease. Thanks to everyone on the host team, and also as much to the IGF secretariat. Well done....

I should also mention something on the issue of transfer buses, whereby there was some initial criticism. From what I saw, the complaints were immediately heeded to, and the transfer arrangements worked very smoothly after the first day, even better than at some earlier IGF venues. Thanks for so quickly taking note for the concerns expressed on this list, and otherwise.

In fact, I was pleasantly surprised that a free transfer to the airport was still available on the 19th when I left my hotel, which i had not expected because at most conferences the free transfer is only till the day after the conference. 

Best wishes, Writer P
