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Speaking points for the European Union

Mr. Chairman,

Thank you very much for holding today's consultations and for giving me the possibility to make a contribution. I will speak on behalf of the European Union but in the spirit of the open character of these consultations, you will of course hear the voices of individual member states as well.

· Sharm el-Sheikh meeting (under agenda item 2)
The European Union would like to express its  gratitude to the government of Egypt for hosting the fourth Internet Governance Forum. We would like to commend the excellent organisation and warm hospitability which made the fourth IGF an outstanding success. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank also all the participants whose contributions at the IGF are an essential element of the meeting. 

· Continuation of the IGF (under agenda item 2)
A major point of discussions at the last IGF meeting was the question of its continuation. Once again, I would like to repeat and to emphasise that the European Union strongly supports a continuation of the IGF. The contributions made at the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting showed a wide and strong support for the continuation of the Forum. 

The IGF is a process that evolves and and the EU welcomes that so many suggestions were made as to how this evolution could result in even further improvement of the IGF in addition to the constant self-enhancement of the IGF that we have seen over the last years. This demonstrates that there is strong interest in this process. It is also a sign of an earnest endeavour and commitment to maintain the dynamism of the IGF.
I would like to share with you that - immediately after the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting - the Swedish EU Presidency and EU Commissioner Reding wrote to the UN Secretary-General  on the issue of the continuation of the IGF. The Secretary-General was informed of our strong conviction that the Forum be continued and the EU also shared with him the consensus at IGF 4 on the need for the extension of the Forum's mandate as was clearly noted by the Chairman of the meeting, his Excellency Minister Tarek Kamel. The EU furthermore underscored that it was looking forward to a fruitful and inclusive discussion on the Secretary-General's recommendations with a first rendez-vous at the CSTD in May 2010. The EU would like to have Chairman Desai and/or IGF Secretary Mr Kummer elaborate on the further process in more detail. More specifically the EU is interested to know when the CSTD will receive the recommendations by the Secretary-General.
· Improvements of the IGF (under agenda item 3)
The European Union is prepared and open to participate in exchanges on possible further enhancements of the IGF. It should however be noted that we consider the open, non-binding, multi-stakeholder nature of the Internet Governance Forum as a fundamental basis of its success and none of the modifications should change these underlying principles.

In order to further extend the benefits of the IGF, we believe that all existing IGF participants should work in particular towards increased outreach - including but not limited to developing countries, youth, policy makers including Parliamentarians and businesses - and enhanced visibility. Possible measures include more remote participation, increased contributions in funding to the IGF trust fund and further efforts to raise awareness of the outcomes which are arrived at at the IGF, such as through a database of good practices or through non-negotiated synthesis of the debates. We also subscribe to proposals to improved coordination and limitation of the number of parallel events at the IGF and streamlining them into core themes while maintaining their inclusive character.

The EU is looking forward to continue to work with other stakeholders to maintain and increase the value of the IGF. The EU would propose that the CSTD consider the issue of possible improvements of the IGF at the May 2010 session as part of its discussion on the recommendations of the UNSG. The EU would like to stress the importance of consultations with all stakeholders in this regard. 
· Core themes for 2010 IGF (under agenda item 3)
For the upcoming meeting in Lithuania, we believe that future-oriented themes should remain on the agenda.

One theme could be the Future of the Internet, ubiquitous Internet, high speed Internet and related topics and the challenges this evolution encompasses in terms of stability and resilience of the Internet, including the management of critical resources. 

Another main thematic thread could be Internet’s role in the tackling of global challenges, in particular, for a sustainable economic recovery based on green growth and innovation.

In addition, discussions  at and input by national and regional IGF initiatives should be taken into consideration when shaping the IGF agenda. The EuroDIG initiative effectively contributed to the preparation and shaping of the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting and the EU looks forward to the 2010 EuroDIG meeting to fulfil an equally inspiring role for the Vilnius IGF.  The EU would like to share  some further deliberations in this respect at the next consultations, including on the possible interaction between the IGF and regional and national Internet governance fora.

Finally, Internet as a tool for freedom of expression and the importance of respecting international human rights standards on the Internet and in Internet governance would need to be a transversal thread to be considered during the thematic discussions. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
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