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Mr. Markus Kummer

Executive Co-ordinator, UN WGIG

Palis des Nations, C

Re: Proposal for issues to be discussed at the first meeting of the IGF

Oldenburg, May 16, 2006
Dear Mr. Kummer,

The German Foundation for Law and Informatics (DSRI) welcomes the establishment of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) which stemmed from the World Summit on the Information Society. DSRI submits with the following, its comments in response to Mr. Desai´s invitation to identify issues for IGF at the inaugural meeting to be held in Athens.

Considering that the internet is need in 193 countries worldwide and the fear of their population as far as information technology is concerned, we have defined three issues, on which IGF should focus:

1) the foundational issue

2) the political issue

3) the legal issue
1) The foundational issue - Enabling access to Internet

A pre-condition for a country and region that want to become part of the global information society is universal access, namely, access to infrastructure, content, services and applications, as well as connectivity to the Internet. IGF should assist in the preparation of international agreements that enable co-operation between international backbone operators and local ISPs. Furthermore, IGF should develop a decision-making policy which will make the free flow of content possible, which considers intellectual property rights. For the enforcement of capacity-building the following - among others - should be discussed :

- the high costs of Internet connection in developing countries

- the use of open standards for email, voice over IP streaming audio and video

- measures to ensure the security and reliability of systems and networks, services and transactions.

2) The political issue - Bridging the Digital Divide

Studies indicate that a gap exists between developed and developing countries as far as the access to the Internet and its associated technologies and services are concerned. It is obvious that this fact has important social, political and economic consequences. IGF has the possibility to work on the development of a strategy that will reduce the digital divide. Some topics that are connected with the realisation of this task and have to be taken into consideration are:

- multilingualism on the internet 

- training and education regarding the Internet (human capacity building)

- affordability of equipment and services

3) The legal Issue -  Regulating  Internet

The realisation of the above mentioned tasks is not possible without the development of common legal principles that will regulate the use and misuse of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). Furthermore, it is necessary to create international enforcement legal mechanisms that will guarantee the enforcement of the international agreements. Considering the main problems and risks arising out of the use of ICT the following legal issues have to be discussed during the meeting of IGF:

- basic legal principles concerning the access and dissemination of contents,

- legislation to ensure and protect privacy on the internet,

- regulation making the abuse of ICT,

- legal regulations for e-commerce.

It is obvious that the first meeting of IGF will only be a first step, and that it will indicate the main areas of the work of the IGF. The IGF-meeting in Athens will only prepare the platform, where all the actors of the information society will be able to work toward the realisation of the IGF-mandate.

The German Foundation for Law and Informatics (DSRI) offers its support  to the activities of IGF and participation in the corresponding thematic sessions. Through these activities, DSRI hopes to assist the realisation of the WSIS-principles.

Yours sincerely,

PD Dr. Irini E. Vassilaki

Member of the Management Board
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