Proposal for IGF –Government of the Independent State of Samoa

Samoa submits its comments in respond to Mr. Desai’s invitation to identify three public policy issues for Inter Governance Forum at the inaugural meeting to be held in Athens, providing the top three choices and giving short explanations on the reasons for these choices - as posted on the WGIG website. 

The top three choices for the government of Samoa are:

1) Capacity Building

2) Bridging the Digital Divide (access, policies and financing)

3) Cyber Security and Cybercrime
1)
Capacity Building

Capacity building is important in terms of increased participation in Internet Governance issue discussions at the national, regional and international level. Without an indepth understanding of these issues, small island developing states (SIDS), least developing countries, (LDCs) and the developing countries will continue to sit on the sideline and listened to those developed countries with more knowledge of the issues pertaining to Internet Governance. For IGF to be successful in achieving its mandate, it is important that all stakeholders and all countries has the capacity to understand the Internet Governance issues on hand and provide comments.

2)
Bridging the Digital Divide
2.1)
Access and Policies

Most developing countries, in particular, SIDS are struggling to provide universal access because of the high costs of computers and other equipments, especially the Internet to its entire population. Furthermore, the capacity to use information and communication technologies (ICTs) in an effective and efficient manner is another issue that needs to be addressed in order to bridge the digital divide. 

Statistics of teledensity in the small island countries is evident that only a small percentage of these small populations have access to the Internet. What then is the point of taking part in discussing Internet Governance issues when people in developing countries do not afford access to the Internet? Bridging the Digital divide is the overarching theme behind the World Summit of the Information Society (WSIS) as stated in its Declaration of Principles.  

2.2)
Financing

One of the key issues in bridging the digital divide is the ability of SIDS to fund ICT equipment and capacity building. Government of SIDS especially those of the Pacific have limited natural resources and are vulnerable to natural and environmental disasters, placing the priority on other social and economic issues rather than bridging the digital divide. Political will is important to drive initiatives to bridge the digital divide. However, even if there is political will, priority is placed on health and education issues and the digital divide is often put on the back burner. Therefore, a concerted effort is needed to providing financing mechanisms in place to help SIDS and other developing countries bridge the digital divide. 

3)
Cybersecurity and Cybercrime

The continued stability, security and sustainability of the Internet are most important to the government of Samoa in her endeavours to develop ICT at the national level. It is paramount therefore for Samoa to want to work together with those countries with the capacity to fight cybersecurity and cybercrime so that she may gain the knowledge and skills to provide a stable, secure and sustainable Internet service, and its benefits to all the people living in Samoa and overseas. 
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